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Statewide Electronic Court Filing a Step Closer in Texas Courts System

(Austin, Texas) – The Fort Bend County Clerk will be one of the first to participate in an electronic court filing pilot project within the Texas Courts System.  The pilot project will test the feasibility of electronically filing documents with the courts by the legal community and individual (pro se) filers.  Beginning in November 2002, attorneys and individual filers in these two counties will have the option to file court documents through TexasOnline (www.TexasOnline.com), the official website of the State of Texas.

Texas is one the first states to establish a statewide common electronic “post office” that provides an open model for both electronic filing vendors on the attorney’s side as well as the county government’s side.  Filers will be able to select vendors from among competing service providers and counties will be free to select their internal case and document management systems.  The TexasOnline electronic post office will pass filings from the filer’s service provider to the clerk of the court and will pass acknowledgement “stamps” back to the filer through the service provider.

The 77th Legislature created TexasOnline to make government more accessible to Texas citizens through an electronic government portal.  TexasOnline provides alternative electronic methods to existing paper-driven processes to expedite processing government business.  The newest TexasOnline effort, electronic court filing, will benefit lawyers, citizens, and the Texas Courts System.  Attorneys and individual filers will be able to log on to the Internet at their convenience to find the status of their filings immediately. Counties will benefit from electronic filing through potential resource savings by processing fewer paper documents.

Peter Vogel, Chair of the Texas Supreme Court's Judicial Committee on Information Technology notes that, "When the Supreme Court Judicial Committee on Information Technology was established in 1997 the plan for electronic filing was a cornerstone of the enabling legislation. Now the Texas electronic government initiative will allow attorneys and individuals to have the advantage of filing motions and pleadings across Texas instantaneously, with immediate feedback, all at potential cost and time savings to the firm and the clients. Courts and clerks will gain efficiency through a reduction in paper records.  This initiative is good for Texas and good for Texans."

The pilot project has been a collaborative effort among TexasOnline, the Texas Supreme Court Judicial Committee on Information Technology, the Office of Court Administration, Fort Bend County, Bexar County, and the Office of the Attorney General.  

The electronic filing capability will serve to increase public access and simplify the process for Texans.  TexasOnline has been charged with delivering a sound electronic system for the State.  Ultimately, the goal is to reduce the existing paper-driven process by implementing an electronic filing process without compromising the integrity of the information.  "TexasOnline is pleased to be providing a valuable service to the legal community of Fort Bend County," says Alex Gonzales, Member, TexasOnline Authority.

Registering with the new electronic filing website is simple.  A filer, i.e. attorney or individual (pro se), initiates the process by completing a one-time online registration form.   Once the provided information is confirmed, the filer specifies a personal identification number (“PIN”) and password, which suffice as an electronic signature.  

The Fort Bend County Clerk will work with TexasOnline, the Texas Supreme Court Judicial Committee on Information Technology and the Office of Court Administration to design a customized electronic post office specific to the county court of Fort Bend County.  

The Texas Supreme Court Judicial Committee on Information Technology will maintain the responsibility of establishing the policies, guidelines, standards and rule recommendations associated with the electronic court filing system.  Dianne Wilson, Chairman of the JCIT Standards Subcommittee and Fort Bend County Clerk, says that it is "hard to believe that after several years of discussion and planning meetings, that the day is near for Texas courts to enter into the next evolution of document receiving and recording. Working with Bexar County, I look forward to the challenge in implementing this pilot project and developing a model system."

At the completion of this project by Fort Bend County, up to ten additional counties will begin participating in the project. In addition, TexasOnline expects to implement additional features to improve the ability of attorneys and the public to interact with the courts.

About TexasOnline (www.TexasOnline.com)

www.TexasOnline.com is the official website for the State of Texas and provides instant access to a network of state and local government agencies. Here, citizens and businesses are able to download commonly used government forms, renew vehicle registrations and driver licenses, and pay parking tickets and utility bills over the Internet. Businesses can pay sales taxes.  Information is offered in both Spanish and English and twenty-four hour customer assistance is available. www.TexasOnline.com is the result of a public-private venture between the State of Texas and KPMG Consulting, Inc. (NASDAQ: KCIN), one of the world's largest consulting and business systems integration firms. For more information, please visit www.TexasOnline.com. 
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